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24th October, 2012. 
 
 
 
Hywel Dda Health Board 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Consultation on Health Care Services in Hywel Dda Health Board 
 
The Pembrokeshire Association of Local Councils (PALC) is making the following 
response to the above consultation. 
 
Minor Injuries Units 

PALC has concerns about the proposal to move the minor injuries unit services to GP 
surgeries, the commitment of the GP's to such a scheme and the extra work caused to 
doctor and nursing staff.   The possible recruitment of other GP's, should the existing 
ones not wish to take on the extra work, mentioned at one of the public consultation 
meetings is also worrying given the difficulty of recruiting medical staff here in 
Pembrokeshire. 
 
Womens and Childrens Services 

PALC has concerns about the proposal to develop a Paediatric High Dependency 
Unit to Glangwilli Hospital.   Patients in Carmarthenshire have easy access to 
Morriston and Singleton Hospitals.   Patients in Pembrokeshire and South 
Cardiganshire do not.  The existing Special Care Baby Unit in Withybush Hospital 
should be upgraded to safeguard the other maternity services which without a 
special Unit will not be viable due to the reduction in the number of births at 
Withybush. 
 
Emergency Care 

The choice of Option B to retain existing emergency services at all three hospitals, 
especially Withybush Hospital is very positive.    However it is worrying that some 
downgrading might be required.   If this happens, it must be done at Glangwilli 
Hospital where patients are only one hour away from other emergency services.   
Patients in West Wales would be severely disadvantaged by the much longer journey 
if all the core services are not retained at Withybush.   The road infrastructure is 
inadequate and congestion might lead to fatalities.    
 
 



 
 
Planned Care 

PALC has concerns about the proposal to use Prince Phillip Hospital, rather than 
Withybush Hospital, as an Orthopaedic Centre of Excellence.   Withybush Hospital 
needs to be the Centre of Excellence for Orthopaedics rather than Prince Phillip 
Hospital because to sub-divide the service will reduce efficiency at both hospitals.    
If the Centre is not developed at Withybush Hospital and patients are transferred to 
Llanelli using the publicly paid for Air Ambulance this could lead to a progressive 
decline in other services especially trauma treatment. 
 
Further Comments 

Pembrokeshire is a mainly rural county and a rural plan, not a strategy imposed on 
an urban model, is required.   Everyone should be afforded equal access to a local 
hospital with core services in acute medicine and acute surgery.  Factors of journey 
time, distance and road conditions and congestion do not appear to have been taken 

into account when considering options between hospitals.   The Welsh Assembly  
MUST take into account the necessary vast infrastructure improvement.   
Adequate parking facilities are also a big factor in ensuring a better service.  
 
Without properly funded and staffed core services in Haverfordwest the people of 
Pembrokeshire  and South Ceredigion will be at risk with a minimal choice and 
quality of service that will impact on safety.   The downgrading of Withybush 
Hospital, either immediately or over several years, is not an option for the people of 
Pembrokeshire and South Ceredigion.  
 
There are significant concerns that financing the existing management structures is 
excessive and is a drain on the Trust's resources.   More needs to be invested in 
acquiring highly qualified, competent, medical personnel. 
 
PALC hopes that Hywel Dda Health Board will ensure accessibility and equality for 
all  patients especially those disadvantaged by their rural location or access to 
transport. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

Vanessa Walker 

 
Vanessa Walker 
Sec. 
PALC (Pembrokeshire Association of Local Councils) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


